SUSPENSION SYSTEM FOR FILE FOLDERS 
Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to the field of hanging pockets for file folders, and more 
specifically the pockets or divisions in which the file folders are traditionally placed. 
Related cases 

This application claims the benefit of provisional application SN 60/181,064 filed 
08 February 2000. 
Background of the Invention 

In many filing systems, the individual file folders are placed inside dividers or 
pockets that are suspended or hung on both sides of the files from lengthwise supports 
running perpendicular to the files and the length or width of the drawer. Generally each 
pocket for a file folder is formed by using an individual unit comprised of two supporting 
bars which hang and slide on the lengthwise supports and from which a material, 
generally a heavy paper stock is suspended creating a sling or pouch which supports an 
inserted file folder. Into these hanging pockets, the individual manila-style file folders 
are placed. In addition it is advantageous to label the file pockets to indicate the contents 
of each. 

This method of maintaining files in a drawer, however, is grossly inefficient. This 
is because the hanging file pocket itself requires a considerable amount of the available 
filing space. In a case where individual sheets of paper are stored in their own folders 
each in its own hanging pocket, it is typical that 50 times as much space is wasted housing 
the folders and folder holders as is actually taken up by the documents being filed. 
Therefore a filing drawer 20" deep would be able to hold less than 100 pieces of paper, 
which of themselves combined and in their entirety require less than 1/2" of drawer 
space. This is terribly inefficient causing valuable office space everywhere to be 
consumed by multiple filing cabinets, which are mostly holding the hanging file holders 
themselves. 

In addition, this method of hanging folders creates a gap between each individual 
file folder. When returning a folder to the drawer, a user is almost as likely to drop the 
folder of documents between two adjacent pockets as they are to place them in a pocket If 
the folder is not retrieved immediately and placed correctly, it can slide to the bottom of 
the drawer below the hanging pockets and be lost. 

Much of the value of the hanging folder approach is to create a useable order 
to the filing system. A correct sequence for the contents of a filing drawer or a filing 
cabinet, (or filing space), is created and the pockets are labeles accordingly. From this it 
follows that it is important to keep each pocket in its correct location within the 
drawer, (or filing space), so the pocket itself does not become misfiled, either out of 
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sequence or i. the wrong drawer, (or flHng space). In the current systems u .s as easy to remove the pockets 
O^emselves from the drawer as it is the contents. Thus the specific and co.ec, location for the file within the 
nhng space is lost and the proper returning of the file is left to chance. This leads to files being lost wi.hin 
the file space because the system does not prevent their being placed m a wrong or even arbitrary location 

At every pomt. from manufacturing through shipping, distribution, storage and final use the 
physical s.e of the current hanging pockets is a costly issue. Every pocket, whether letter or legal is 
.r^erently deeper and longer than the objects it is designed to hold, ^s creates a size and weight factor to be 
considered ,n every aspect of manufacturing, packaging, shipping, storing, and distributing the product This 
.nherent bulk of the current products could easily be a deciding factor in de.ermming whether or not a ' 
— actunng facihty located at a distance from the end users would be economically feasible. Even though 
advantages .n labor or technology may be present, the costs associated w.th shipping from a given location 
may outweigh the advantages. 

The currem design, requiring a fiall enclosure from from to back, top to bottom of each pocket 
requires a substantial amount of matenals. This limits the selection to a cost-effective material rather than an 
optmium material for manufacture, performance, utility, appearance, or other points of v.ew 

Environmentally, it is unjustifiable and unnecessary to create a double wall of paper-board and 
manila to hold files within an enclosed drawer of filing space. 

Tlius. there is a need for a system which ma.nta.ns the key advantages of a hanging fil.ng system 
while maximizing storage efficiency, minimizing lost and mis-filed files and introducing advantages to 
manufacturing and distributing and using fewer natural resources. 

Summary oflnvention 

^^P--"''"-"'-" provides a hanging file folder pocket system and method for creat.^^ 
■ndividual locations for filing folders and other objects. In one aspect of the present invention a 
representative system of a certain number of pockets is provided. In one embodiment, the pockets are 
formed by conriecting, registering or being supponed by an essentially continuous and effectively fan-folded 
member to a series of cross supports to create multiple filing areas to hold and support the file folders or 
other objects. TT.ese filing areas are supported and defined by the cross supports with only a single cross ' 
support betvveen each consecutive pocket. In another embodiment, the essentially continuous and effectively 
fan-folded member is a net or webbmg or other member where the strength and rigidity of the member is 
enhanced by the interconnection of portions of the member while substantial amounts of voids are created 
withm the member. In another embodiment, the filing areas are similarly created by multiple members whose 
combmed widths are less than or equal to the width of the filing pocket. Each member is essemially 
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c<>n,« , i„ ,^ ^^^^^^ Of „„..suppo„.. uus each n,. f„,d„„, 

o . objee, ,s .„pp„„ed b, a ,„„ip,. of „,=„*ers spaced .,o.g ,K. I.we, »pi„ „f ,He f.,d„ „ ,„„.„ ,,,, 
of *e objec. ,„ a„o.„ ™b„dta„, ei,he, si„s,= „, „„,Up. „„b.„ a„a=bed ,o b„,h a f,o„, and 
bac cro« suppon „ea,i„g . p„k„ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

dup„ca»g ,his c„„s«c,i„„ as descnbed whi. using in « . sing. „oss supp„„ ,„ c„a,e f,o„, 
portion of one f<,ck« and ih= back ponion of the adjaccm pockel. 

m another aspect, the present i„ve„„„„ provides , file-supporting member which can be 
dtseonnected tro™ one coss-suppor, and attached to a second ctoss-suppott. T.,s ntentbe, ntay be ,e- 
co^ected using *e sa„e .ethod which connected i, to the n,s, cross-suppon, or ,t ™ay be con„ccted to the 
1 0 second cross-suppon using a different method. 

cross s'rT T^*' "'■'"^ ' "''-^^^ 

cross-suppon where the po„„ of attachnten, on ,he cross-support transfers the we.ght held by the file- 

suppo^g ,„c.ber ,„ a poh,, beiow ,he potnts a, which the cross-suppon is supponcd by the lengthwise 


which the n """"^ ' " " 

w the n^-suppor^ng „,e.be, is created. Said iab extends gene.Hy venically above ,he cross-suppon to 

ndtcate. or ave attached to ,t a iabc, o, method ,„ i„d,ca,e. the contents of the adjacent pocket. A chic 

front .uh,p,e d.stinct positions on the tilcsuppon.ng „c„be, across the top of ihe cross-suppon can be 


""^ "ven'ion provides a ntethod of ahachiug to dte cross-suppon a tab to 

.d,c ate. or have attached to i, a iabe, or method to tndicate. the contents of the adjacent pocket. This 

c™': T " ' """" " ^-"""'^ »P 

c oss-s pon Tltes. pos,„„„s „,ay be indicated either visually with tfarks disee^able to the eye „, 

Phystcally .„d.a,ed by .cans such ,s indentations which register to , hatching fea^re on the tab 
labeled .^""""J"' ' ™-od of providing a p,e-asse.bled and pre- 

I t Id""' : """" ^' * P^'^e" »d 

, Ute nic o,de„ „,y be pre-labeled or pre-rnarked such as w,th color indicia to create a relationship betw-e„ 
certain folders) and a specific pocket. 

imoro. --^'^^^ P-^^^^ ^ •^-^-B file folder pocket method and system with 

.mpro^ed f.hng density, accuracy, manufacuarability. distribution, and marketability. 

Summary of Use 


A„ every day exa„,ple ofuse is ,o hold ™„,U.,ype f.,d„s co„,„„i.g p.pe„ .,,h,„ . <,„w„ 
Sue . r„„e„o„ is eu^emly e«„,y ,eh,eved by „s,„g ,be individual hanging r.le folders wh.ch have a 
n,e,h„d hy, which ihey are individually suspended betw een rwo suppom „h.ch generally run ,he length of a 
ng drawer. Such a sysren, includes a drawer, a se, of lengihwise suppons and ,he individual hanging nie 
5 folders. A"yo™ " " otlice environmen, would be famrhar wi,h or ,u,ckly lear. ihe use of ihese TT,e 
invennon is used in a similar sening such as a drawer, and w„h si.„a, lengthwise support. ,n souie 
enibodinren.. individual hanging Hle folders siinilar in use are claimed. A use, would be able ,o file in ihese 
n. a n.a„„er viHually ,d.„„ca, ,o wha, is c„„en„y performed. Such a. embodimen, would suppon ,he 
«of.hep=cke.on„ne„rm.re„,e.supp„r,ing™embers. The .umber, si» and spacing and general 
Hanging file folder. 

H m i,s more compleie use, a sysiem of hanging file folders is claimed. Tins sys.em would be added ,„ 

g .his ma ually. In ,he use of a system, a selec, number of poeke. or hanging file folders would be added or 
.5 .moved from a filing area a,., ime. Con.enrs would be added, removed or moved from poc.eiio poe.e as 
cunemly done. ,„ such a system, the hanging folder would not be .emoved from ,he filin. area. „ would 
rematn m place and the contents would be removed as needed. 71,„s the proper location to ^h ..e 
« — to e rcntmed would be kept. File folders would no longer be as eas.ly mis-ftled w.iMn a ii„„. 

» 20 1 T I T " ' " """"" ■» -.en, " 

,320 methods. w,th the advantages detailed elsewhere in this patem 

M Another feamre c.rmed . the poc.et divider which is used .0 create multiple discrete filing locations within 

des,,. . By design, it created a vertical separator which looks and fitncttons like the sides of the pocket to 
separate contents and provide a visual mdication of separation and identification of contents 
Another feature claimed is a method for adding or ,emov„g pockets from a hanging file folder system. T.,s 
» aecomphshed by removmg the contents of the affected pockets, deuehing the file support members from 
he approprtate cross-members, inse„,„g or removing the necessa^ cross-suppons and file-suppon members 
and appropriate accordmg to the model and style of system used.. ,„ genera, a method of removing and 
reattaching individual file-suppor, members to cross-suppons is provided in such systems 
Another feature claimed allows the depth or capacity of individual pockets to be adjusted. As above it 
retlmres a simple process of removing, adjusting and reattaching a filcsuppor, member to the appropriate 
cross member 
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Another feature c.a,n,ed is a tab used for iden.ify.ng the contents of an adjacent pocket. Such a tab .s created 
by caustng a ponion of the Hie support.ng member to protrude above the cross support member. Currently 
.dentincation .s accomplished by addmg a separate member generally m a manner that is prone to being 
.nadvertently knocked off. By creating a tab as pan of the folder, t.me and matenals are saved and the 
.dent.ncat.on is more secure. Such a tab can be labeled by addmg an adhesive label or usmg a clear or 
transparent plastic housing to cover and hold a paper or other method of labeling the contents 
Another feature claimed is a tab used for identifying the contents of an adjacent pocket. Such a tab is 
attached to the portion of the cross support which is not fully covered by the file-support member. TTie use of 
such a tab is similar to the above. n,e advantages include a more substantial and easier method of 
attachement, the ability to move the tab to various positions along the cross-support and the ability to have the 
tabs attached during the manufacturing process. 


TT.US the use of any ^dividual pocket, multiple pocket system, adjustable capacity, or tab is readily 

'"-^ accomphshed. 


P 1 5 Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of a hanging file folder pocket system with multiple pockets each shar.no a 

common cross-support bet^^•een adjacent pockets according to the present invention 
FIG. 2 shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a single f.le-support.nu member 
FIG. shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a non-sol.d flle-suppo^ing member 
FIG. shows one embodiment according to the present invention with multiple file-supporting members 
FIG. 5 shows one embodiment accordmg to the present invention with the file-supporting member being 
formed of the same material as the cross-support. 

FIG. 6 shows one embodiment according to the present invention of a selected number of pockets presented 
for sale as a single unit. 


FIG. 7 shows one embodiment according to the present invention of individual pockets with tu^o cross- 
supports formed with multiple file-supporting members. 
FIG. 8 shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a method of removing a file- 
supporting member from a cross-support and attaching it to the same or another cross-support 
FIG. 9 shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a method of creating a pocket with a 
variable depth. 

FIG. 10 shows one embodiment according to the present invention of a divider which hangs on the 
lengthwise supports to create multiple, individually identifiable areas in a single pocket 
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FIG. 1 1 shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a method of attaching the Hle- 

supponmg member to the cross-suppon with notches, holes or slots. 
FIG. 12 shows one embodiment according to the present invention with a method of creating a tab of the 

7^ - file-supporting member and rises somewhat vertically above the cross-suppor. 

FIG. 13 shows one embodiment accordrng to the present mvenfon with a method of creating a tab which is 

anachable to the cross-suppon and rises somewhat vertically above the cross-support 
FIG. 14 shows one embodiment according to the present invention wherein one or more manila-type file 

folders are pre-labeled to correspond to their respective pockets in the hanging file folder pocket 

system w.th a method that correlates to the marking on the pocket tab 
FIG. 15 shows one embodiment accordmg to the present invention w:th a method of creatmg a pocket with 

non sohd sides such as holes or made of web or net or r.bbon or string suspended between t^vo 

lengthwise suppons on a supporting member that is not a single bar. 

Description 

In >he following de,a„=d descrip,ion. refc,™„ i, ™a= ,o ft. .ccompanyins Swings ,ha, to™ , 
pan hereof, and in which are shown w way of .l.„s.a„on specific =.b„<,i.enu in whrch ,he ,nven,ion .ay 
be pracccd. „ is understood «,„ oiher en,bodi.e„,s nu,, be u,„ized and sinrcmral changes n,ay he .ade 
widiout depading from Ihe scope of ihe preseni invention, 

n,e descripiion herc.n w.ll discuss a novel hangog nie folder sys.em and its nse in storing We 
folders Of typically letter and ,ega, s..ed docu.enrs. However, i, is ,o be nndcrstood tha, the discnss.on ,s 
nrerely exemplary and is no, meant to Imri, the mvention ,„ traditional filing cabinets and drawers, or lateral 
files, and that many other nses and appl.cations are within the scope of the pmsent invention 

Ftgure 1 shows „„e cmb^liment of a hanging file folder pocket system according ,„ the present 
,nve„t,on. Hangmg File Folder Pocket System 100 includes an e«ve,y com.nnous file-suppon .cmbe- 
10I...C ed to the cross-suppon members 102, nte individual pockets 103 are created by the file support 
member 101, Th,s configuration creates a suppon for the folders 106 a, the bottom fold 104, The 


; cross- 


suppons 102 rest upon and sl.de on the lengthwise supports 105 which are a pan of and consistent with 
cu.en. hangmg file folder suppons. Traditional manila-style file folders ,06 are placed in pockets 103. Tabs 
106 on the pocket system identify wh.ch folder 107 is kept m wh.ch pocket 103. Tab 108 identifies the 
contents of folder 107. I. is noted that a defined number of cross-suppons 1 02. pockets 103. and file folders 

are betng used for descriptive purposes and are not to be constn-ed as limiting the present invenfon. F.le 
suppon-member lOl.s attached to each cross-suppon by any common means acceptable to the industry 
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F.gure 2 shows a detail of one embodiment of the current invention in which a continuous f.Ie- 
supporting member 101 is attached to and supported by t.. indiv.dual end pieces .09. When thus attached 
.he supportmg member 101 and the t.vo end pieces 109 create the effect of a single cross support w.th an 
attached file-supporting member. 

5 Figure 3 shows several embodiments of the current invention with non solid file-supportmg 

members. Figure 3 is shown showmg an opened section of a single pocket area 103 from the front cross- 
support 102 to the rear cross support 102 of the same pocket area 103 with fold 104 bemg the bottom of the 
pocket. Figure 3A shows 1 10 as representative of a solid sheet w.th sections removed for weight yet 
-.tammg a fr.„ width of folder-supporting member 101 at fold 104. F.gure 3B shows 1 „ as represen.at.ve 
of a sohd sheet w.th sections removed for nesting durmg production and eff.c.ent ase of materials. F..ure 3C 
shows 1 12 as representative of an expanded or a webbed element. Figure 3D shows 1 13 as representa^ve of 
a net element. 

Figure 4 shows an embodiment with multiple file-supporting members 1 14 - that may be made of 
paper, nbbon,p.ast,c or other materials. Members 115, 1,6, ,17 represem more than two file-supporting 
members creat.ng a pocket. Members „5, , ,6. „7 also represent an embodiment where the file-supporting • 
members are no, continuous from pocket to pocket. Members ,18 and 1 19 represent an embod.men, where 
^ mu,t.p,e file-suppprt members are cont.nuously strung and attached to cross-supports 102 to fbn. multiple 

consecufve pockets. Members ,20 and ,2, represent a method of staggering the connecting po.nts on the 
I consecu^ve cross-supports , 02 demonstrat.ng that it is not necessary for the file-suppon.ng members to have 

20 a centerhne perpendicular to the cross-supports. 
5 Figure 5 shows an embodiment with multiple file-supporting members ,22, ,23 and ,24 that are 

made of a string-Hke matenal. In this embodiment .t is also possible to stagger the holes so holes adjacent 
cross-supports do not share common centerl.nes. It is also possible in this embod.ment to have file-support 
members that are not contir.uous from one file pocket to the next. Figure 5 A shows a detail of an- 
embodunent of a method of aUach.g a string-l.ke member to the cross-supports using a separate piece ,25 
whtch attaches securely to ,23. End .25 is able to thread through hole ,26 in ,02 and w.,. not pass back 
through 126 when turned sideways as is its natural condition. 

Figure 6 shows an embodiment 127show.ng a representat.ve number of pockets presented for sale as 
a smgle unit. In this case. 127 is comprised of twenty-s.x (26) pockets 103 formed with twenty-seven (27) 
30 cross-supports 102 and three ribbon like file-supporting members 1 ,5. 

Figure 7 shows an embodiment 128 in which the file-supporting members may be any non solid 
configurat.on and using two (2) individual cross-supports. 
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Use? 


Figure 8 shows a method of creating a system where pockets can be added or removed within a 
series. For example if the each letter of the alphabet had its own pocket in series and a pocket for "Mc" was 
desired, between "M" and "N" the file-supporting members could be detached, and a new cross-support and 
file supporting members could be added in between. In a similar way pockets can be removed from a system. 
A pocket can be moved from one position to another within the system or moved to another system. 

Figure 8 shows and embodiment with a file-supporting member 128 which is initially continuous 
and attached to cross-supports 102. Tab 129 is connected to body 130 in a manner that is strong enough to 
support files but able to be removed. Tab 129 can then be inserted through slot 13 1 or another similar slot in 
an adjacent file-supporting member to add a pocket to an existing system. Tab 129 can be fed through slot 
131 from the inside of the pocket area in a manner so that Tab 129 does not protnide into the pocket area or 
cause interference when inserting a file folder into the pocket. Figure 8A shows tab the original, initially 
continuous and attached tab 129 and 130. Figure 8B shows tab 129 removed from 130 and mserted through 
slot 131 as described above. This embodiment is representative of a variety of methods possible to effect the 
I same result. In this embodiment additional pockets can be added to an existing system in any location by the 

I 15 use of a separate piece comprised of a cross section 102 and two tab assemblies 132 as shown in figure 8C. 
\^ Figure 8D shows an embodiment of a tab for use with a ribbon-like file-supporting member 115 with a rigid 

;r member 133 affixed to the end. 133 can then be inserted through a slot 13 1 to create a new file-supportmg 

^ member for a new pocket. Figure 9E shows an embodiment of an alternative method of affixing the separate 

Q portions of the file supporting members to form a pocket. Other alternative methods are included w.thin the 

20 scope of this patent even though not shown. 

^'S"''' ^ ^" embodiment in which any method similar to figure 8 can be used to create 
adjustable depth pockets. By creating additional slots 131 at various distances from cross-support 102. the 
depth of the pockets can be increased as desired. An element of the tab 130 is extension 134 which includes 
a smgle or multiple slots 135. By using tab extension 134 and slots 135 the tip 129 can be used to create a 
com^ection with the tip of the tab tucked back out of the filing area of the pocket. As shown in Figure 9 A. 

Figure 9 B shows an alternative embodiment demonstrating that there are multiple methods of 
effecting the same result. 

Figure 10 shows one embodiment according to the present invention of a divider 136 which hangs 
on the lengthwise supports 105 to create multiple, individually identifiable areas in a single pocket. One or 
30 more of these dividers can be used per pocket. 

Figure 1 1 shows representative examples of how an individual file-supporting member can be 
removably attached to a cross-support member. An advantage of this is creating a system which an end user 
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can modify by add.g or reo^oving pockets, changing the position of the pocket with.n the system or mov.ng 
It to another system. 

Figure 1 1 A shows representative examples of anaching f.le-supporting members to the cross 
supports at or below the point of contact of the cross support to the lengthwise support.g member. This .s 
done for stabil.ty. What is shown is a H.e suppon method usmg only t^o file support.ng members per pocket 
but any number .s possible. ,t .s also poss.ble to be supposed below the contact pom. of the cross support to 
the lengthwise support without addtng a feature protn^dmg downward from the general bottom of the cross 
sectton member. A cut may be made from the top or from the center or from the bottom. T,. cross member 
may be a formed piece such as a round metal bar w.th bends to allow it to hand on the lengthwise supports 
wthout easily coming off either end and with bends to allow the file supposing member or members to be 
supported at a po.t below that of contact between the cross suppon and the lengthwise support 

F,gure 12 shows one embodiment according to the present tnvent.on with a method of creat.ng a tab 
of the same material as the f.le-supponing member and r.ses somewhat vertically above the cross-suppon 
Th. apphes to any use of the body matenal to create or assist m the creation of any tab or struc.re above the 

other embodiment covered in th.s patent appl.cat.on or envis.oned by patent apphcat.on 

F.gure 13 shows an embodiment accordmg to the present invention with a method of crating a tab 
wh.c .s attachable to the cross-support member itself and rises somewhat vert.cal.y above the cross-suppor. 
^ -n^.s tab may be adjustable, movable or removable. Th.s tab may or may not touch any part of the file- 

g supportmg member. I-ay present a flat, mult.ple flat, curved or mult.ple curb ed surfaces wh.ch may be 

used to mdicate the contents of an adjacent pocket by a variety of means. 

Figure ,4 shows one embodtment according to the present mvention wherem one or more manila- 
type file fo ders are pre-labeled to co.espond to the. respective pockets m the hangmg file folder pocket 
system w.th a method that correlates to the markmg on the pocket tab. 

Figure 15 shows an embodunent with the key features of 1) a method of touch.ng on and supponmg 
on and generally registenng to the lengthwise support members 2) a method of elTect.vely mamta.nmg a r.gid 
tnember between the members ment.oned m 1) and 3) a method of supponmg files papers or other „ems or 
objects wuh less than solid walls or more than one or more file supporting members effectively attached to a 
front cross member and to a rear cross member. 
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Conclusion 


The present invention provides a hanging file system and the components thereof for maintaining 
papers, files, and other objects and items in discrete pockets or divisions, it also provides a means to prevem 


9 


items from being misplaced between pockets or divisions, it also provides a means of using less of the space 
for the system itself than is currently possible, it also provides a means to accomplish the current method of 
filing and this new method of filing using less materials, it also provides a means of packaging for shipment 
or sales in a 6ox much smaller than currently possible. 

It is understood that the above description is intended to be illustrative, and not restrictive. Many 
other embodiments will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon reviewing the above description. The 
scope of die invention should, therefore, be determined with reference to the appended claims, along with the 
full scope of equivalents to which such claims are entitled. 


